treasures of the lost city - premium tour
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tour spotligh

what you see

« Amman - Citadel, Archaeological Museum and sougs
« Jerash - Ruins of ancient Roman city
« Umm Qais - Roman Decapolis city
« Mt Nebo - View of the Promised Land
« Madaba - Christian market town, Church of
St George, Jordan’s finest Byzantine mosaics
« Shobak Crusader castle
« Petra - Nabataean Rose City - The Treasury, Royal
Tombs, Khazneh, Theatre, Byzantine Church
and Museum
« The Dead Sea - lowest point on the earth’s surface

what you get

« Breakfast daily, 1 lunch, 1 dinner

« 6 nights - 4 - 5 star hotels

« Petra By Night candlelit walk

« Jerash RACE show

« Petra Kitchen cooking session

« Dead Sea - free time, swim & detox

« Touring of Amman, Jerash, Umm Qais, Mt Nebo,
Madaba and Petra

« Escorted by a licensed Jordanian guide

« English speaking specialist guides at some
local sights

« Airport arrival and departure transfer days 1 & 7

« All transportation in private A/C vehicles

« Entrance fees to included sites

Umm Qais

Jerash
Amman

Madaba

JORDAN

on location

Your guide to on the ground...

visa requirements

Visas are required by all visitors to Jordan. These are
issued at both the border and airport upon arrival, and
are also easily procured from the Jordanian Embassy in
London. RSA nationals should obtain visas in advance.
Visas for British, Australian, New Zealand and Irish
passport holders are currently issued at Aqaba Seaport
(point of entry from Egypt) and at Amman International
Airport, where the cost is JD10 (USD$15). However, it is
your responsibility to check that this still applies before
your departure to Jordan. Additionally when leaving the

country there is a USD$22 departure tax imposed upon
passengers departing via any Jordanian airport.

climate

Temperatures in Jordan are generally high, particularly
during the summer months from May to September,
when the sun can be fierce and temperatures are at
industrial levels, so take sunscreen. From December

to February temperatures can range from 0 C - just 12
C. If visiting during winter, you will need to pack warm
clothes for sightseeing, and also for your stay in the
desert at Wadi Rum.

time
Jordan is 2 hours ahead of GMT.

money
1USD =0.71JD 1 GBP = 1.09JD 1 EUR=0.96JD 1 AUD = 0.63JD
(subject to fluctuation). Exchange facilities are
available at various bureau de changes and banks in
major towns have ATMs.

health requirements

It is recommended that you be vaccinated for Tetanus
and Polio, if you haven’t had a booster in the last

ten years. Food and waterborne diseases are more
common, so we recommend vaccinations for typhoid
(valid 3 years) and Hepatitis A (validity varies).
Vaccination requirements can change so please check
with your local health care provider before travel.

how much?

ENTRANCE FEES
Jordan entrance fees are included in your tour

TIPPING
A small tipping kitty will be collected
from all tour participants to cover

tips en route UsD25-35
Your guide (suggested amount) USD30-40
«  Mineral water (local brand, 500mt or 1L) 400.50-1.50
o Can of coke J00.50-1.50
. Beer (local brew Stella - 500ml approx) J1-3
. Meal for 2 (entree, main, a beer, local restaurant) J012-30

things to bring

Bedding is provided at our Bedouin camp in Wadi Rum,

.

though please bring your own sleeping bag liner. If
visiting in winter (Nov - Mar) bring your own winter

weight sleeping bag as temperatures can be very cold.

If visiting in winter, pack warm clothes and an umbrella.

If summer bring lightweight clothing, sunscreen & a hat.

.

Tour voucher and a copy of your travel insurance

Two spare passport photos & a photocopy of your passport

top experiences

« Stepping into Indiana Jones’ shoes at the amazing
Rose City of Petra.

« Floating like a cork in the mineral rich Dead Sea

« Ranging across the amazing ruins of the Roman city of
Jerash and discovering how the Romans lived.

« Charting the stunning desertscape of Wadi Rum aboard a
4x4 desert safari and make like Lawrence of Arabia

« Exploring ancient Shobak Castle

"
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day 1 - amman
Saturday. Welcome to Amman. Airport arrival and
included transfer to your hotel. Overnight - Amman.

day 2 - jerash & umm qais

Amman - Jerash - Umm Qais - Amman - breakfast.
This morning we visit Jerash, 45 km north of
Amman. Second only to Petra in tourist appeal,

the 2,000 year-old Graeco- Roman ruins of Jerash
which are set in the bowl of a well-watered valley,
are recognised as the world’s bestpreserved Roman
provincial city. Exemplifying the finesse of Roman
urban life, Jerash possesses a large number of
striking monuments including Hadrian’s Arch, an
impressive Hippodrome which as a sports field

once held up to 15,000 spectators, two immense
temples dedicated to Zeus and Artemis, a unique
oval Forum which gracefully links the main north-
south axis of Jerash, a colonnaded street paved
with original stones and the rut marks of chariots, a
nymphaeum replete with ancient fountains trimmed
with dolphins, two theatres, one of which offers
amazing acoustic abilities even today and an almost
complete circuit of city walls.

After touring the site we head to the Jerash
Hippodrome to attend the RACE (Roman Army and
Chariot Experience) re-enactment show, with Roman
Army demonstrations, gladiatorial contests and an
exciting 7-lap chariot race. This afternoon we drive
on to Umm Qais, in Jordan’s far north west corner.
Umm Qais is the modern name for the site of the
ancient Graeco-Roman town of Gadara, one of the
cities of the Decapolis, which provides wonderful
panoramic views over the Sea of Galilee and the
Golan Heights.

Today, a considerable portion of the original Roman
amphitheatre has survived and next to the theatre
is a colonnaded street that was once the town’s
commercial heart. Also near the black basalt theatre
are the columns of the great Basilica of Gadara. We
tour the site of Biblical Gadara before returning to
Amman. Overnight - Amman

day 3 - mt nebo & petra by night
Amman - Mt Nebo - Madaba - Shobak - Petra

- breakfast. Today we visit Amman’s National
Archaeological Museum, The Forum and Citadel Hill,
which represent the few remaining Roman ruins in
Amman. The hill affords a sweeping view of the
city. We drive on to Mt. Nebo, the site from which

it is believed that Moses saw the Promised Land, to
enjoy the panoramic view and the restored Byzantine
mosaics.

treasures of the los

In nearby Madaba, we enjoy a traditional
Jordanian feast at Haret Jdoudna, one of Jordan’s
best restaurants, and then walk through the
bustling market town to visit the Archaeological
Park, St. George Church and Museum. Mentioned
in the Old Testament, the prime attractions

of the venerable town of Madaba are its many
6th-century Byzantine mosaics. Perhaps the most
impressive of these is an enormous 6th-century
map of Palestine and Egypt that we will see in St.
George’s Greek Orthodox Church.

We make a brief stop at the atmospheric Shobak
Crusader Castle before continuing to Petra. Shobak
was built in the early 12th century and stands on the
edge of a rocky mountain, looking out over the fruit
trees below. There are two churches inside to visit,
as well as a keep with Quaranic inscriptions. There
are also some exciting catacombs which contain
Islamic tablets and Christian carvings, as well as rocks
that were used in catapults and what many say is
Saladin’s tomb.

After hotel check-in, we gather at the Petra Visitors’
Center to attend the incredible Petra by Night
candlelight walk. We take an atmospheric walk
through the narrow Siq to reach the famous facade
of the Treasury, lit up by over 1500 candles. Here
we sit and listen to haunting Bedouin music, soak up
the wonderful surroundings and starlit sky above us.
Lunch and overnight - Petra.

day 4 - petra

Breakfast. Chief among Jordan’s archaeological riches
is the UNESCO World Heritage Site of the Rose City
of Petra. The city was first settled around the 6th
century BC by the Nabataean tribe from Western
Arabia. The Nabataeans carved their capital in the
surrounding canyons and hills of sandstone. The
entrance to the city is through a narrow and deep
winding trail-like fissure in the rocks known as the
Sig. The rocks give way to reveal the most awesome
sight, that of the famous facade of the Kazneh - the
Treasury of Petra.

As the Treasury is passed, the hidden valley widens
to reveal the remains of the city proper including
dozens of ancient Nabataean tombs and a Roman
rock-carved street lined with temples, royal tombs,
public buildings and a vast amphitheatre. Today we
enjoy a full day’s touring in Petra, including entry
through the Siq and visits to the Khazneh, Theater,
Byzantine Church and Museum. The energetic can
ascend the 900+ steps to the Monastery, Petra’s
largest carved facade, in the afternoon.

t city: itinerary

In all, there are some 800 registered sites in Petra,
including some 500 tombs. Just as fascinating as the
rock-carved monuments are the rocks themselves.
Petra is an erosion-hewn masterpiece. Sandstone
shot with minerals burst into colour giving off blue,
red, orange and green hues. Amongst the rocky

and sometimes jagged scenery, it’s sometimes

hard to know what is man-made and what is the
result of pure nature. Our exploration takes us past
many tombs, temples, an impressive amphitheatre
and a Roman colonnaded street. Concluding the
guided aspect of the tour, you’re free to head off
and further explore. The intrepid can ascend the
hundreds of rock-cut steps to Ad-Deir. Better known
as the Monastery, Ad-Deir has a similar facade to that
of the Treasury, but is far bigger and the views from
the nearby cliff-tops are awesome

Overnight Petra.

day 5 - petra

Breakfast. Explore more of Petra’s wonders today.
Taking an alternate route to Petra, through the
breathtaking “secret road” of al-Madras, and visiting
the High Place of Sacrifice, Wadi Farasa, Great
Temple and Royal Tombs. In the evening we enjoy a
cooking session and tasty meal at the Petra Kitchen.
Dinner and overnight - Petra

day 6 - the dead sea

Petra - Dead Sea - breakfast. This morning we drive
to the Dead Sea, the lowest point on the earth’s
surface. The Dead Sea is a natural phenomena,
straddling the border between Israel and Jordan, the
mineral content of this 75-km-long and 10-km-wide
saltwater lake tops out at 33%, or about six times as
salty as a normal ocean, creating unusual buoyancy.
Spend the day at leisure, enjoying the beach, pool
and wellness spa facilities at the resort. Overnight
Dead Sea.

Here are a few top tips to make your dip a great

experience;

. Don’t shave shortly before swimming (the high
mineral content will leave you with a stinging
face, neck, legs or armpits).

. Take some eye drops along (getting even a tiny
drop of the thick water in your eye is painful).

. After swimming be sure to use the freshwater
shower facilities where you can rinse
off. Otherwise, the sea’s minerals will leave an
uncomfortable crust on your skin.

Day 7: Dead Sea
Friday. Dead Sea - Amman airport. Departure transfer
from the Dead Sea to Amman’s Queen Alia airport for
your flight back home. (B)

‘The go guide & information contained herein has been compiled with care and in good faith. It is as accurate an illustration as can be given with regard to the proposed itinerary. Circumstances beyond our control such as inclement weather
or local conditions could force us to amend the proposed itinerary. This document does not form part of a contract between the client and on the go and their affiliates. Any costs shown may be subject to change but are an accurate reflection
of costs at the time of writing this go guide. Please also be advised that visa requirements are subject to change and remain the responsibility of the traveller and not that of on the go.

g 68 north end road, west kensington, london, W14 9EP « 020 7371
3/690 brunswick street, new farm, brisbane, QLD, australia 4005 « 1300 855 684 « aus-info@onthegotours.com

1113 « info@onthegotours.com

updated March 2010



